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SUMMARY REPORT 
1. The Fifth ASEM Sustainable Development Seminar took place in Ruse, Bulgaria on 1-3 December 2016 on the topic “Water Nexus Agenda for the Third ASEM Decade”. The seminar was part of the ASEM Sustainable Development Dialogue under the Danube - Mekong Cooperation Initiative, co-sponsored by the EU, Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, Lao PDR, Romania, Slovakia, Thailand and Vietnam. The event was framed by the 11th ASEM Summit held in Ulaan Baatar, Mongolia in July 2016.
2. The seminar involved about 120 participants from Austria, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, China, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Republic of Korea, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Pakistan, Romania, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, the European Commission, the European External Action Service, the ASEAN Secretariat and international organisations: FAO, UNESCO, the International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River and the Mekong River Commission. 
3. Special guests H.E. Mr. Sommad Pholsena, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of the Lao PDR, and Ms. Atanaska Nikolova, Deputy Minister of Environment and Water of Bulgaria, delivered welcome addresses. Bulgaria and Laos announced their intention to sign an agreement on cooperation on environment and water management issues.  	
4. The participants outlined the common challenges faced by Asia and Europe and called for sharing experience and best practices. They emphasized the vital role of effective water management in the efforts to engage in sustainable development, green growth and reversing the effects of climate change within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and underscored the importance of transboundary cooperation for achieving these ambitious goals. 
5. The delegates reaffirmed the high relevance of the Danube-Mekong initiative in the third ASEM decade as a model in transforming the common challenges relating to food, water and energy security in shared opportunities for inclusive and sustainable growth, as expressed by the Leaders at the 10th and 11th ASEM Summits. 
6. The context of the recent Budapest Water Summit 2016, the Marrakesh Climate Change Conference (COP22) and the ASEM-Water Platform meeting was valued in seeking synergies with the Danube-Mekong Sustainable Development Dialogue. In addition, UNESCO animated short films and COP21 award-winning documentary film “Happy Rain” by film director Isabelle Antunes demonstrated the relevance of the audio-visual media in addressing the challenges of the Water-Energy-Food nexus and showcasing solutions. The ASEF-sponsored exhibition “On the Go” was displayed at the sidelines of the event thus raising the visibility of the ASEM process on the occasion of its 20th anniversary.
7. During the discussions the following key deliverables were agreed upon:
· consolidating the Danube-Mekong Cooperation Initiative through further development of tangible joint projects between Europe and Asia; 
· further expanding the ASEM initiative to other river basins and regions in Asia, especially in South and South-East Asia; 
· building on the existing cooperation between Tulcea (Romania) - Ben Tre (Vietnam) and Ruse (Bulgaria) - Can Tho (Vietnam) to further stimulate city-to-city and province-to-province cooperation, including water-related projects; furthermore using the twinning instrument to assure long-term cooperation as a catalyst of synergies for innovative ideas and practices;
· creating an Asia-Europe network of experts to provide policy recommendations on sustainable water management, including meaningful cooperation, use and sharing of transboundary water resources;
· calling for research and scientific cooperation between Asian and European universities and research bodies with involvement of the Mekong River Commission, the European Commission Horizon 2020 research programme, the ESFRI - Research Infrastructures DANUBIUS-RI project, the UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme; and the FAO initiative on coping with water scarcity in agriculture; 
· encouraging public-private partnership and involvement of the private sector in implementing solutions for effective and inclusive water cooperation; and
· promoting eco-tourism in the river basins as a means for creating awareness and of environmental protection and conservation of vulnerable riparian habitats and ecosystems. 
8. Furthermore, participants:
· highlighted the crucial role of water as a resource to foster prosperity and stability through enhancing cooperation in transboundary river basins;
· underscored the need to transform jointly the challenges related to water, food and energy into opportunities for growth, jobs and sustainable development to the benefit of people in Asia and Europe;  
· outlined the leading role of the multi-sectoral approach in addressing the interconnected challenges of the Water-Energy-Food nexus approach and its high relevance for achieving the third ASEM decade; 
· acknowledged the complementary roles of the Danube and Mekong research institutions in conducting joint studies, e.g. on data collection and assessment; and,
· raised the need for a new approach to communication as a tool for supporting pioneering positive initiatives and facilitating the sharing of experiences.
9.  Participants expressed their appreciation of the continuity of the ASEM water dialogue, and commended Lao PDR for pledging to host the next 6th ASEM Sustainable Development Seminar on the Danube-Mekong cooperation in Pakse in 2017.
10.  The outcomes and recommendations of the Seminar will be reported to the 13th ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Myanmar in 2017 and the 12th ASEM Summit in Brussels in 2018.
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