Draft proposal for the joint transport sector contribution 
to the declaration of the  11th ASEM Summit of Heads of State and Government (ASEM11) 
in 2016 in Ulaanbaatar


Leaders welcomed the progress reached in the transport sector enhancing Europe-Asia Connectivity since the Milan Summit in 2014.

Leaders gave high appraisal to the:
· reinvigoration of the ASEM Transport Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM TMM) format and the outcomes of the 3rd ASEM TMM in Riga;
· adoption of Chongqing Initiative - Advancing Asia-Europe Connectivity through Innovation during ASEM Industry Dialogue on Connectivity in Chongqing, China in 2015;
· instituting of a rotating ASEM TMM Coordinating Partner- as proposed in the Riga Declaration and reaffirmed during the ASEM Symposium on Connectivity in Seoul in 2015;
· proposal to further explore the initiatives to establish Expert Groups  to deal with connectivity;
· Indonesia as coordinating partner and organizer of the ASEM TMM in 2017, which will further continue development and implementation of initiatives adopted during the ASEM TMM in Vilnius, Chongqing and Riga.

Leaders stressed the necessity to continue the collective efforts to explore new innovative intermodal and multimodal supply chain solutions complementing conventional transport modality and route to cope with the growing trade volumes between Asia and Europe;

[bookmark: _GoBack]Leaders acknowledged the importance of promoting and enhancing transport integration through the development of new intermodal and multimodal transport corridors and routes connecting Asia and Europe as other alternative and complementary options, that are efficient, secure and economically and environmentally sustainable;

Leaders recognized that Euro–Asian rail transport, and its intermodal and multi-modal derivatives are rapidly becoming feasible, reliable and competitive transport options capable to meet the needs of growingly globalized trade of the continent  in an environmental –friendly manner; 

Leaders emphasized that aviation and maritime transport plays a significant role in strengthening trade relations and facilitating passenger transportation between Europe and Asia;

Leaders realized the existing tangible and intangible obstacles to the intermodal and multimodal supply chain and called for actions to ensure closer cooperation including IT application and information sharing among all relevant stakeholders to achieve a greater degree of harmonization of strategic planning efforts in the development of Trans-Eurasian transport corridors, and to identify rational solutions to accordingly remove those obstacles.

Leaders emphasized the challenges encountered by least developed countries along the Euro-Asian corridors in enhancing their transport systems in the process of integration and supply chain and underlined the indispensable roles of development partners in joining address these challenges.

Leaders encouraged all ASEM members to strengthen cooperation through multilateral platforms aiming at the development and improvement of integrated Euro-Asian transport routes, corridors and networks contributing to the growth and prosperity of the Eurasian nations, as well as to global economic growth and development.






