 [image: ]      [image: ] 

ASEM Transport Senior Officials' Meeting 
MINUTES 
Riga, 17 March 2016

Transport Senior Officials' Meeting took place on 16-17 March 2016 in Riga, Latvia.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting was attended by 52 Delegates representing 23 ASEM members (EU Commission, Austria, Cambodia, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Singapore, South Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand) and a representative of the Asia-Europe Foundation.
The meeting was chaired by Mr. Dins Merirands, Deputy State Secretary of the Ministry of Transport of the Republic of Latvia.
The Chair welcomed the participants and informed about the proposed agenda of the meeting.
EU proposed to move the last agenda topic “Coordination of the different initiatives related to “Connectivity” ” and to consider it as the 3rd. 
Latvia reported on the progress reached since the ASEM summit in Milan 2014. Progress report (attached to the minutes) will be published on the official information platform of the Asia-Europe meeting www.aseminfoboard.org . 
South Korea gave presentation on the main outcomes of the ASEM Symposium on Eurasia Transport and Logistics Network in Seoul and Plan on the proposed Expert Group establishment on connectivity.
EU pointed out that there are number of different similar initiatives on connectivity issues and that the creation of the expert group could bring overlapping with other existing cooperation initiative and lead to possible lack of expert capacity.
Member states discussed the issue of possible overlapping and decided that the decision on the establishment of this expert group is premature  and that it would be necessary to continue evaluation of this initiative clearly defining possible scope of activity and competence and analyzing which topics would require establishment of  a separate working group and which issues could be solved during ASEM TMM and ASEM SOM.
Asia-Europe Foundation gave presentation on 20th ASEF Summer University - Exploring “Gateways to Asia and Europe: Connectivity by Land, Sea and Air” (presentation attached to the minutes)
During the second part of the meeting the participants were invited to get acquainted with the draft proposal of the transport sector contribution to the declaration of the 11th ASEM Summit of Heads of State and Government (ASEM11) in 2016 in Ulaanbaatar prepared by Latvia as coordinating partner. Latvia presented to the participants proposed amendments by the ASEM members to the draft. 
EU, Switzerland, Singapore, the Czech Republic, Japan, Poland, Germany, Indonesia, Lithuania, Philippines expressed their proposals for the wording of the draft text.  
The participants discussed the comments and agreed on the wording. 
Latvia presented the summed-up draft taking into account comments of the participants. It was agreed that the final text of the draft proposal will be distributed per e-mail to the participants giving 2 weeks’ time to make minor editorial corrections.
During the ASEM TMM in Riga the interest to host the next ASEM TMM was expressed by South Korea and Indonesia. Both countries informed that, before the meeting they have reached an agreement among themselves that Indonesia will host the next ASEM TMM next year and the voting is not necessary. Participants welcomed the decision. 
All participants were welcomed to give their opinion on the topics of the next ASEM TMM.
Lithuania proposed the topics, as follows: 
1) Compensation of transportations. How to make transportation rivalry more transparent and comprehensible to all parties; criteria applicable to carriers wishing to participate in international transportation.
2) Regulation of permits for road carriers. Would all ASEM countries agree to open for international carriers?
3) Small post parcel transportation. Would all ASEM countries be able to agree on a unified practice for small post parcel transportation?
Switzerland inquired of possible dates of the next ASEM TMM meeting. Indonesia informed that no dates have been set yet.
Germany expressed interest in Finland’s (not represented at the SOM meeting) earlier proposal to extend the next TMM agenda with issues of digitalization, automation, new concepts for mobility based on data and sharing economy. Germany also informed that the high level business conference “Connectivity for Commerce and Investment” is planned in Berlin on 18-19 May 2016. Among topics of the conference the issues of infrastructure, trade facilitation, as well as economic connectivity and integration.
EU expressed interest to discuss the issues of transport pollution impact in global Eurasian transport flows.
South Korea pointed out that ASEM TMM schedule should be considered in the context with the schedule of the International Transport Forum since the majority of the countries are sending high-level participants to both events and the discussion topics are the same.
Latvia congratulated Indonesia once more as the next ASEM TMM host, wished every success in organizing the meeting and passed its role as ASEM Transport coordinating partner to Indonesia. Indonesia expressed its hope that Latvia will share its recent experience as the coordinating partner and ASEM TMM host.
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