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ASEM CONFERENCE ON
CLIMATE ACTION TO ACHIEVING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
· WAYS FORWARD

Co-sponsored by Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Myanmar, The Netherlands and Viet Nam

CONCEPT PAPER

BACKGROUND
Climate change is one of the most pressing challenges the world faces today. It affects all aspects of the development agenda, from poverty alleviation to healthcare, from clean water to clean energy, and from disaster risk reduction to economic growth. Climate change sets back development gains. It is the single greatest threat to achieving a world of hope, tolerance and social justice. 
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has underlined “Climate change is undeniable, climate action is unstoppable, and climate solutions provide opportunities that are unmatchable”. Actions taken to address climate change has profound and concrete results that benefit human, social and economic development. Whether it concerns energy, food, security, water, cities or consumption patterns, almost all the sustainable development goals adopted by the UN are linked to the ability to tackle global warming. 
There is a wide recognition of the urgent need to deliver climate action at an accelerated pace and at an enhanced scale across all sectors of society in the pre-2030 period in order to achieve the purpose and goals of the Paris Agreement, 2030 Development Agenda (Goal 13), scaling up the global response to climate change and support greater ambition from governments. Actions to combat climate change must be incorporated into all aspects of societal and development polices. Implementation of sustainable development goals and climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts require an integrated approach at local, national and international level to succeed, and should be based on common principal of shared responsibilities. 
At the 11th ASEM Summit it Ulaanbaatar last July, ASEM Leaders “welcomed the adoption in 2015 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Paris Agreement as milestone documents aimed at building an inclusive, sustainable and prosperous future for all people and the planet”. As they acknowledged “that urgent and decisive action to translate the contributions into practice will bring about a tangible difference and transform the global economy to low greenhouse gas emission and climate resilient development, Leaders agreed to work together towards the timely and full implementation of the goals set in these documents at the national, regional and global levels, reflecting the balance and principles agreed in these agreements”.
Against this background, the “ASEM Conference on Climate Action to Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals – Ways Forward” responses directly to the commitment of our Leaders. In particular, this event is designed to provide a platform for ASEM members to exchange policy and best practices of transforming those commitments into climate actions to effectively implement the Paris Agreement and SDGs at global, regional and local levels. Furthermore, the Conference would also highlight international cooperation in tackling issues of climate change and promote effective ASEM cooperation on this matter in the time to come.

OBJECTIVES
· To promote global partnership, regional and inter-regional cooperation on sharing best practices and experiences among ASEM members and relevant institutions and strengthen international efforts to enhance capacity and capability, build resilience and decrease the vulnerability of different stakeholders, especially women and children, to adapt and respond the adverse effects of climate change.
· To increase awareness and enhance collaborations among policymakers, government officials, businesses, youths and other stakeholders in Asia and Europe to engage in and support climate action and the implementation of SDGs, including fast-tracking the climate change solutions through sustainable growth, mitigation and adaptation strategy. 
· To identify the policies needed and set priorities of actions to respond to climate change in such areas as technology, capacity, finance, adaptation and mitigation. 
· To explore the cross-cutting dimensions of climate and the SDGs and provide concrete examples where implementing solutions with this multi-sectoral approach has enhanced social, economic and environmental dividends. 
· To foster ASEM cooperation in climate change as a contribution of Asia-Europe members to achieve the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Goal 13) and to implement the Paris agreement.
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
· Outcomes of the event, including views, ideas, recommendations, initiatives and results of other side-lined activities will be reflected in a summary report, which will be presented at the 12th ASEM Summit in 2018 in Brussels and the 14th Foreign Ministers Meeting in 2019. 
· Visions and concrete measures and recommendations to strengthen societies’ ability to deal with the impacts of climate change, and provide continued and enhanced Asia - Europe support and cooperation for a sustainable future.
· A network of policymakers, government officials, educational practitioners, businesses, researchers etc to be established to share experience and best practices in combating climate change.
DATE AND VENUE
The two-day Conference will be organized in Viet Nam in the first half of 2018. 
PARTICIPATION
The Conference is expected to attract approximately 200 participants, including government officials, senior policy-makers, researchers, practitioners, universities, businesses, related regional and international organizations and other stake holders.
CO-SPONSORS
ASEM members are invited to co-sponsor the initiative. Co-sponsors will be responsible for sending chairs/speakers to the Conference, giving comments on the concept paper, provisional agenda and the tentative program as well as coordinating with the host in inviting the guest speakers. Any contributions either in cash or in-kind, on a voluntary basis, are mostly welcomed.
COSTS
Viet Nam, as the host, will cover organising costs. Participants are kindly requested to cover their own travelling and accommodation expenses.
CONTACT DETAILS
Ms. HA Phuong Le
Department of Multilateral Economic Cooperation
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ha Noi, Viet Nam
Tel: (84-4) 3799 2723; Fax: (84-4) 3799 3618; Email: asemmofavietnam@gmail.com
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