The 3rd ASEM Working Group Seminar 
on SMEs Eco-Innovation Competence
(Concept Paper) 

 - 31 May - 2 June 2016, Seoul, Korea -

The Seminar is co-organized by ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center and the Small Medium Business Administration of the Republic of Korea.

Background 

Efforts towards sustainable development are gaining momentum throughout the global community. Likewise, the member states of the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) have been focusing on the role of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in achieving sustainable development.
Through eco-innovation, which is innovation for both economy and ecology, we can reduce the negative impact on the environment, preserve natural resources, save energy and cost, generate more sustainable business model, create jobs as well as increase income. We can also enhance organization and institutional changes that will promote all of these developments.
ASEM leaders acknowledged the importance of eco-innovation at the 10th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit in 2014, and endorsed the ‘ASEM Working Group Seminar on SMEs Eco-innovation Competence’. The Working Group serves as a platform for policy dialogue, experience sharing and international cooperation in order to raise awareness of eco-innovation for sustainable development among SMEs in Asia and Europe.
The first ASEM Working Group Seminar on eco-innovation took place on 10-11 November 2015 in Seoul, South Korea. The main objective of the seminar was to present Asian and European efforts supporting sustainable development of SMEs and practices in eco-innovation and to discuss relevant collaboration opportunities for ASEM member states to achieve common goal for green growth. Total 12 ASEM member states were represented at the meeting, including Belgium, Croatia, Denmark, Hungary, Korea, Laos, Mongolia, the Philippines, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Thailand. The delegates drew the preliminary prioritization among the significant topics for eco-innovation collaboration to be pursued in the context of ASEM. 

The following second ASEM Working Group Seminar took place on 9-10 March in Bratislava, Slovakia.
During the seminar, extensive and in-depth discussions were conducted to develop tangible collaboration projects. 15 ASEM member states were represented at the meeting, including Belgium, Cambodia, China, Czech, Croatia, Denmark, Hungary, Korea, Laos, Malaysia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Thailand, and Vietnam. The delegates generated projects ideas which corresponded to the main topics of eco-innovation collaboration. 

Objectives 
The delegates debated the preliminary prioritization of the forms for eco-innovation collaboration to be pursued in the context of ASEM. Following the roundtable discussions and analysis of needs and expectations of countries, the Working Group selected three main topics and elaborated seven projects so far:

· Eco-innovation capacity building for governments : foresight for eco-innovation, international program on ETV(Environmental Technology Verification), Deals for ASIA and Europe; 
· Developing training on eco-innovation for SMEs; Open education resource;
· Eco-innovation advisory services for SMEs: B2B, IT platform, Consulting services.

The seminar may focus on developing enabling plans and strategies for these 7 projects throughout 2016-2018 ASEM activities.   


Expected Outcome
The 3rd WG Seminar in Seoul will be the last step to generate significant idea on eco-innovation of SMEs in the ASEM level before the 11th ASEM Summit in 2016 in Mongolia.
We expect the final outcomes from the Seminar as the following:

· Draw plans of collaboration projects to support SMEs in the ASEM region based on the result of discussion of the 2nd working group 
· Declare for the cooperation of ASEM member states to support SMEs’ eco-innovation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Prepare a draft version of report summarizing the outcomes of the Working Group Seminars for the upcoming 11th ASEM Summit in 2016

Participation 
- Participating countries (delegates) to the 1st and the 2nd Working Group Seminars
- New member country wishing to participate in the WG Seminar

Ideally, we expect two delegates from each country; one government official and one expert. As for the member states with only one delegate, she/he should be a representative of an organization which could officially implement ASEM activities, or someone recommended by such organization. 

Cost 
One delegate from a country (only having an intention to participate in the future collaboration) will be sponsored with a round trip flight ticket and accommodation. Flight tickets and room charges for any additional delegates should be borne by themselves.

Contact
(1) Invitation
Contact: Ms. Rebecca Sunmi Koo, ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation Center 
Email: sm.koo@aseic.org, Tel: +82 -31- 628-9667 
Address: 2F, PangyoInnoValley, 255, Pangyo-ro, Bundang-gu, Seonnam-si, Gyeonggi-do, 463-400 Korea

(2) Logistics (Flight Reservation /Arrival/Departure)
Contact: Mr. Jungho Kim, ASEM SMEs Eco-Innovation 
Email: j21chon@aseic.org, Tel: +82-31-628-9607
Address: 2F, PangyoInnoValley, 255, Pangyo-ro, Bundang-gu, Seonnam-si, Gyeonggi-do, 463-400 Korea









Appendix 1.
Topics for Discussion
1. Eco-Innovation Capacity Building for Governments
The working group paid particular attention for the designing and implementation of eco-innovation policies to better account for the needs of SMEs. The rationale for the action was based on the limited understanding of the specific needs of eco-innovators by the public sector. The group emphasized the need to create a space for dialogue between public sectors, SMEs intermediaries and SMEs in order to improve better understanding of needs, barriers, and opportunities for SMEs and develop shared understanding of eco-innovation. 
Members came up with following three main project ideas which could be introduced in the context of ASEM:
· Foresight for eco-innovation - sharing experience in foresight in eco-innovation 
· International programme on ETV(Environmental Technology Verification) -  exchanging best practice
· Deals for Asia and Europe - sharing/transfer of European experience in green deals instrument

2. Developing training on eco-innovation for SMEs 
The group focused on bridging the gap in eco-innovation competence of SMEs by developing training modules. There is an expressed need to support SMEs in designing high impact training which can strengthen their opportunities to utilise/optimise green technology/eco-innovative and circular solutions.
In the context of ASEM the focus could be placed on:
· Open Education Resource for ASEM members – building On & offline training module 

3. Eco-innovation advisory services for SMEs
Similarly to the action on training discussed above, the action addresses the lack of capacities and information of SMEs in eco-innovation. The group suggested focussing on providing practical advisory services, business to business matching and informing SMEs on ways to deliver eco-innovation business and to transform the company by transferring technology in the various cooperative programs.  
In the context of ASEM the focus could be placed on:
· Business to Business(B2B) matchmaking events - increasing the eco-innovation potential of participating SMEs
· Developing eco-innovation IT information platform - exchanging information and best practices, searching cooperation opportunities among SMEs
· Specific consulting services for SMEs - developing skills in eco-innovation and mobilising expertise and awareness







